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Chicano While Mormon:
Activism, War, and Keeping the Faith
Ignacio M. Garcia, History Department

“This memoir is about activism and religion on the ground.”
Fairleigh Dickinson University Press
Mormon Studies Series



Amazon
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Barnes & Noble.com
Google Play
Target.com

This is a memoir of the early years of Ignacio Garcia. His work as the Lemuel Hardison
Redd, Jr. Professor of Western and Latino History at BYU, and his activism, were
motivated by his Mormon faith. The narrative follows him as an immigrant boy in San
Antonio, Texas, who finds religion, goes to segregated schools, participates in the first
major school boycott of the modern era in Texas, goes to Viet Nam where he heads an
emergency room in the Mekong Delta, and then to college where he becomes involved in
the Chicano Movement. Throughout this time he juggles, struggles, and comes to terms
with the religious principles that provide him the foundation for his civil rights activism
and form the core of his moral compass and spiritual beliefs. In the process he pushes
back against those religious traditions and customs that he sees as contrary to the most
profound aspects of being a Mormon Christian. This memoir is about activism and religion
on the ground and reflects the militancy of people of color whose faith drives them to
engage in social action that defies simple political terminology.

Coalitions of the Wellbeing: How Electoral Rules
and Ethnic Politics Shape Health Policy
in Developing Countries
Joel Selway, Political Science Department

This book answers the question: “Why do some developing countries have more efficient
health systems and better health outcomes than others?”
Cambridge University Press



29

Amazon
Cambridge.org

Contrary to existing theory that posits the superiority of proportional representation (PR)
rules on public-goods provision, this book argues that electoral rules function differently
given the underlying ethnic structure. In countries with low ethnic salience, PR has
the same positive effect as in past theories. In countries with high ethnic salience, the
geographic distribution of ethnic groups further matters: where they are intermixed, PR
rules are worse for health outcomes; where they are isolated, neither rule is superior.
The theory is supported through a combination of careful analysis of electoral reform in
individual country cases with numerous well-designed cross-country comparisons. The
case studies include Thailand, Mauritius, Malaysia, Botswana, Burma, and Indonesia.
The theory has broad implications for electoral rule design and helps establish a middle
ground in the debate between the Consociational and Centripetal schools of thought.
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Historical Dictionary of the
American Frontier
Jay H. Buckley, History Department
Brenden W. Rensink, History Department
Roman and Littlefield

The Historical Dictionary of the American Frontier covers early Euro-American exploration
and development of frontiers in North America. it includes the multiple North American
frontiers explored by Spain, France, Russia, England, and others. The focus is upon EuroAmerican activities in frontier exploration and development, but the roles of indigenous
peoples in these processes is highlighted throughout. The history of this period is covered
through a chronology, an introductory essay, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary
section has over 300 cross-referenced entries on explorers, adventurers, traders, religious
orders, developers, and indigenous peoples.
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The Awkward State of Utah:
Coming of Age in the Nation, 1896-1945
Brian Q. Cannon, History Department
Charles S. Peterson
University of Utah Press



Barnes & Noble .com
Target.com
Walmart.com
Overstock.com

The half century between statehood in 1896 and the end of World War II in 1945 was
a period of transformation and transition for Utah. This book interprets those profound
changes, revealing sweeping impacts on both institutions and ordinary people. Drawing
upon expertise honed over decades of teaching, researching, and writing about
Utah’s history, the authors incorporate fresh archival sources, new oral histories, and
hundreds of scholarly articles and books as they narrate the little-known story of the
crucial formative years when Utah came of age. During its sometimes awkward years
of adolescence and maturation, Utah was gradually incorporated into the American
political, social, and economic mainstream. Urban and industrial influences supplanted
agrarian traditions, displacing people socially, draining the countryside of population, and
galvanizing a critical crisis in values and self-identification. National corporations and mass
labor movements took root in the state as commerce expanded. Involvement in world
events such as the Spanish-American War, two world wars, and the Great Depression
further set the stage for entry into the modern, globalized world as Utahns immersed
themselves in national politics and became part of the democratic, corporate culture of
twentieth-century America.
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